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Core Indicator Reports  
 

After data collection and quality control, the next step in monitoring is extracting data for analysis. This 

document will guide you through extracting the AIM core indicators and a few common supplemental 

indicators from DIMA.  Through both custom queries and formal reports, there are a variety of ways to 

summarize the data collected in DIMA.  This document describes the methods for extracting basic 

information from DIMA reports to describe the Core AIM indicators. The indicators covered in this 

document are: 

¶ Bare ground 

¶ Vegetation composition 

¶ Species of Management Concern 

¶ Size of inter-canopy gaps 

¶ Vegetation height 

¶ Nonnative invasive plant species 

¶ Soil Stability 

Step 1: Access Reports in DIMA 
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Step 2: Select your Site(s), Plot(s), and Line(s). The sites and plots you select will depend on the area of 

interest and your management question.  

 

Step 3: Select the date range. The default date range will encompass all dates possible within your 

dataset 
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Step 4: Select the method you would like to summarize in a report  

 

Step 5: Select the report. This will vary by your indicator of interest. See the following steps for each 

indicator: 

 

¶ Step 6: Bare ground 

¶ Step 6: Vegetation composition 

¶ Step 6,7: Species of Management Concern 

¶ Step 6,7: Nonnative invasive plant species 

¶ Step 8: Size of inter-canopy gaps 

¶ Step 9: Vegetation height 

¶ Step 10: Soil Stability 
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Step 6: Bare ground and vegetation composition. Click on άSelect Reportέ and then select the 

άIndicators Reportέ and hit άGoΧέ 

 

Step 6.1 Select your indicators 

5ƻǳōƭŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ά!ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ LƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎέ 

In DIMA, bare ground, non-native invasive plant species, species of management concern and 

vegetation composition can be summarized from the same Line-point Intercept Indicators Report using 

ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ά.ŀǊŜ {ƻƛƭέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ.   

Bare Ground (Bare Soil) = # points with "None" in top canopy, no litter in lower canopies and "Soil" in 

final column 

And the formula for vegetation composition is: 

Species = # points w/ at least one hit of "Species A" 
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Other helpful indicators that can also be generated within this report include: 

¶ Total Foliar Cover 

¶ Vegetation cover by functional group (forb, graminoid, shrub, tree). Note, in order for this 

information to be summarized, you must have added growth habit and duration information to 

the species list. See the DIMA Quickstart for instructions.  

Step 6Φн {ŜƭŜŎǘ άtǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǇƻǊǘέΦ  5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜΣ 

the report may require a few minutes of processing time. Once the calculations are complete you will 

see this message: 

 

 

{ŜƭŜŎǘ άhYέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 9ȄŎŜƭ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴΦ  



12/14/2016 
 

The Excel workbook will always have a standard set of worksheets: 

 

 

` 

 

 

 

 

 

For most plot level reporting, you will work with the Plot Totals tab. 

 

 

 

Metadata of the 

plots summarized 

All species which 

occur in the report 

summary, includes 

scientific and 

common name 

Indicators included 

in the report 

Data summarized 

by site 

Data summarized 

by plot 

Data summarized 

by line 

Calculation details 
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Step 7: Species Inventory Report 

The species inventory report is accessed through the Species Richness Method and can be used to 

detect the presence/absence of non-native invasive species and species of management concern. There 

ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ [ƛǎǘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƭƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƭƻǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

recorded on a horizontal acŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άSpecies List-±ŜǊǘƛŎŀƭέ which lists each species recorded per plot in 

a separate worksheet in Excel 

 

Species List Example Report 
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Species List-Vertical Example Report 
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Step 8: Size of intercanopy gaps 

The size of intercanopy gaps can be generated from the Gap Intercept Method Report. 

 

Step 8.1 Select the Comprehensive Report ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ άDƻΧέ 

Step 8.2 Set gap category thresholds. Conventional categories are 25-50, 51-100, 101-200, >200 and will 

be used if no other values are providedΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άtǊƻŎŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǇƻǊǘέΦ 
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¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άwŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ άhYέ 

 

Example Canopy Gap Report 
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Step 9: Vegetation Height 

Step 9.1 Select the άLine-Point Interceptέ Method and the άAverage Heights and Shrub Shapeέ Excel 

Report ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ άDƻΧέ 

 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άwŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ άhYέ 

Example Height Reportτyou need to scroll to the right to see the Woody/Herbaceous height data 

Note:In 2011 the woody/herbaceous height fields did not exist in DIMA. Convention was to record woody 

ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇ [ŀȅŜǊέ ŀƴŘ IŜǊōŀŎŜƻǳǎ IŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άмst [ƻǿŜǊ [ŀȅŜǊέΦ  
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Step 10: Soil Stability Report 

{ǘŜǇ млΦм {ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƛƭ {ǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ aŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭƭ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ 5ŀǘŀ wŜǇƻǊǘέ and add a destination folder.  

 

{ǘŜǇ млΦн {ŜƭŜŎǘ άDƻέΦ ! ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘŜȄǘ 

file into an Excel document. The simplest is to open the file from Excel and use steps 10.6 onward 

described below.  An alternative method starts at 10.3. 
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Step 10.3 Select all of the content in the text file 

 

Step 10.4 Open an Excel workbook and copy the text into the Excel file 
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Step 10.5: Currently the information for each line is housed in a single cell. Select the Data tab, the first 

ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŜȄǘ ǘƻ /ƻƭǳƳƴǎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ  

 

Step 10.6 When the Convert Text to Column Wizard Pops up, select next: 

 

 


